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Associations 


time a scam operator (the rube in carneyspeak) had 

significantly lightened a prospect’s wallet, he would 
give him a friendly exiting pat on the back. Along with an 
encouraging "Gee Fella, that s too bad." 

Unmentioned and unbeknownest to the lightenee was 
the fact that the rube had secretly dipped his hand into a 
hidden stash of powdered chalk before the pat on their 
back. And thus marking a large "X" on the lightenee and 
identifying him as worthy of special treatment by the next 
rube on down the line. 

Eventually, every non-rube who so much as entered the 
carnival midway area became known as a mark. And were 
contemptuously treated as such. 


T he term mark comes from the carnival midway. Any 


Stay off the Midway 


These days, we do not have too many marks left. So, you 
just substitute the term inventor instead. Any time the 
"inventor" context crops up, you are assured of an uneven 
playing field very much comparable to a carnival midway 
or a casino floor. A scene which is intended primarily to 
(A) liberate as much money as possible from the mark, and 
(B) keep the status quo exactly where it is. 

The foremost reason to studiously avoid any "inventor" 
context is the totally absurd popular mythology that now 
surrounds patents and inventing. Nearly all of which is 
dead wrong. To prove this to yourself, just mention the 
word "patent" at any party and then observe the ludicrous 
disinformation heaped upon you. Then challenge them to 
name one single individual anywhere, anytime, whom they 
personally know that, in a small scale context, has shown a 
net positive cash flow from their patent involvement. A 
cash flow that was worth the time and effort. 

No, the windshield wiper guy hasn’t collected yet. That 
Sears wrench dude wasted his entire lifetime by tilting at 
windmills. To me, Hyatt acts just like a rube. Tesla died a 
pauper. The patent system drove Armstrong to suicide. And 
Edison was a ripoff artist who scored most of his bag by 
simple theft, using the most ruthless gaggle of renegade 
patent attorneys ever assembled anywhere. 

So much for urban lore. 

Out of some six million patents filed to date, I have yet 
to find one example of a lone individual who has profited 
from patents. On the other hand, my patent victim files are 
bursting at the seams. Putting my money where my mouth 
is, a free new Incredible Secret Money Machine II to any 
subscriber who is able to personally claim a worthwhile 
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positive net cash flow from their patent involvement. Done 
by them as an individual or small scale startup. 

As a mark and not a rube, of course. 

The second largest reason for the uneven playing field is 
the patent system itself. As we have seen in CASAGPAT.PDF 
and in the Blatant Opportunist reprints: Any individual or 
other small scale involvement in the patent system is virtually 
certain to end up as a net loss of time, energy, money, and 
sanity. Your state lottery is often a better investment. 

Very simply, patents almost always are inappropriate, 
counterproductive, time-wasting, vibe-destroying, and 
totally unnecessary tools. At least when misapplied within 
most tech startup contexts. 

As we have seen before, it is fine to act as an industrial 
product developer, run a prototyping house, be a concept 
consultant, or work as an evaluation specialist. All of these 
play useful roles in society for which, at least occasionally, 
you might end up being quite well rewarded. These are also 
the roles which you should be striving towards. 

Now, I simply cannot fathom why anyone would ever 
purposely refer to themselves as an "inventor". This is the 
equivalent of pre-chalking yourself before you enter the 
carney midway. Which leads us to Horschnoggle s first and 
second rules... 


RULE #1- Do not ever, under any circumstances, refer to 
yourself an inventor or behave like one. For doing so will 
open you up to interminable scams. Don’t even let anyone 
else so much as suspect that you are capable of inventing 
or successfully marketing anything. 


RULE #2- If you ever have to associate yourself with any 
inventor s resource, use a fake name and wear a disguise. 
Remember that you are simply an impartial observer and a 
disinterested outsider. You are neither a mark nor a rube. 
You are an individual seeking new contacts, resources, and 
networking. While avoiding the stupidities. 


The "Meadow Four" Metaphor 


It seems that there are an incredible number of obscure 
inventor’s associations and organizations out there. It took 
quite a bit of digging, but many of them show up in our 
nearby Inventor s Associations sidebars. You probably will 
be interested in these for potential markets and for use as 
local networking contacts. 

Just remember that any group has goals that are often 
different from, and possibly in direct conflict with, those of 
its paying members. Sadly, very few of these groups have 
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INVENTOR’S ASSOCIATIONS (AL-IA) 


Leonard W. Owen, Alabama Inventors Group, 1000 St. Moritz Drive West, Mobil, AL 36608 


Janet M. Nye, Small Bus. Develop. Center, 430 W. 7th Ave, Suite 115, Anchorage, AK 99501 
John Pursley, Alaskan Inventors Office, P.O. Box 241274, Anchorage, AK 99524 
John W. Siber, Alaska Sci & Tech Foundation, 550 W. 7th Ave, S360, Anchorage, AK 99501 


Robin Zerbil, President, Alaska Inventor Association, P.O. Box 241801, Anchorage, AK 99524 


Jay D. James, President, Inventors Institute of Alaska, P.O. Box 181327, Wasilla, AK 99687 


Marland Bull, AR Inventors Congress, Inc., Route 3, Box 670, Dandanelle, AR 72334 


Sam Pruett, Genesis Incubator, Eng Res Ctr, U of AR, Fayetteville, AR 72701 


Dr. Gary Argue, AZ State Research Liason, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ 85287 
Paul A. Baltes, Professional Education, U of AZ, Box 9, Harvill Building, Tucson, AZ 85721 


Terry Chappell, Santa Cruz IWIEF Chapter, 730 Encino Drive, Aptos, CA 95003 


Mel Afareo, Asian Inventors & Entrepreneur Co-op, 876 Zeler Avenue, Arleta, CA 91331 


Alan Tratner, Inventors Wrkshp Intl, 3201 Conte Malspaso, S 304, Camarillo, CA 93010 


Larry Udell, US Innovative Products Corp, PO Box 2732, Castro Valley, CA 94546 


Gene Scott, Orange County IWIEF Chapter, 21975 Trailway Lane, El Toro, CA 92630 
Ted DeBoer, Natl Inventors Fnd, 345 W. Cypress Street, Glendale, CA 91204 
Arthur Ryan, Inventors Assistance League, Inc., 345 W. Cypress Street, Glendale, CA 91204 


Marvin Winner, Gold Coast IWIEF Chapter, 468 Cole Place, Goleta, CA 93117 


William Otterson, CONNECT Technology, UCSD, X-001, La Jolla, CA 92093 


Violet Winstone, Ontario IWIEF Chapter, 1845 Bonita Avenue, La Verne, CA 91750 
Dave Merchant, Ent Inst, Cal State LA, 5151 State University Dr, Los Angeles, CA 90032 
Ken Rosenthal, Patent Admin, USC, 3716 S. Hope Street, S 200, LA, CA 90007 

Robert Stark, Inv Wrkshp, NASA Ind App, USC R200, 3716 S. Hope Street, LA, CA 90007 
Norm Parrish, NCIO, 215 Rheem Blvd., Moraga, CA 94556 

Jay Snell, IWI, 118 Brenton Ct., Mountain View, CA 94043 

Michael R. Hamlin, 666 Heather Street, Ojai CA 93023 

Bob Smith, A Flash of Genius, PO Box 731, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

Paul Dieges, Perris IWIEF Chapter, 1051 Davids Road, Perris, CA 92571 

Wally Jones, Redlands IWIEF Chapter, 1004 Cajon, Redlands, CA 92373 

Mike Cifra, Riverside IWIEF Chapter, 4041 Pedley Road, Riverside, CA 92509 

Bud Miller, Sacramento IWIEF Chapter, 3307 Barcon Way, Sacramento, CA 95838 
Richard Ditzik, San Diego IWIEF Chapter, 3143 Carnegie Ct., San Diego, CA 92122 
Barret Johnson, California Inventors Council, P.O. Box 2036, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
Russ Beach, South Bay IWIEF Chapter, 2113 West 177th Street, Torrence, CA 90504 
Robert Sperry, Ventura IWIEF, 23390 Ostronic Drive, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 


Rocky Mountain Inventors and Entrepreneurs, 3405 Penrose Place #104, Boulder, CO 80301 
Rocky Mountain Inventors Congress, 2525 Arapahoe Avenue, S E4-252, Boulder, CO 80302 
Cornelia Snyder, Rocky Mountain Inventors Congress, PO Box 4365, Boulder, CO 80204 
John T. Farady, Affiliated Inventors, 2132 East Bijou Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80909 
Morton Leyand, National Inventors Association, PO Box 6585, Denver, CO 80206 

Bill Van Arsdale, Rocky Mountain Inventors, 2753 S. Webster Street, Denver, CO 80227 
Stephan Andrade, Gov High Tech Cncl, 3271 South Clay, Englewood, CO 80110 

Dr. Patrick MacCarthy, Colorado School of Mines -SPACE, Golden, CO 80401 

Mike McKenzie, Colorado Inventors Council, PO Box 88, Holyoke, CO 80734 


B. Friendlander, Venture Mgmt Ctr, U. Bridgeport, 141 Linden Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06601 
The Inventors Ally, 1095 Middlebury Road, Middlebury, CT 06762 

David Drive, Connecticut Innovations, Inc., 845 Brook Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067 

Bruce Mims, Inventors Association of CT, Greenfarms Box 153, Westport, CT 06436 

Murray Schiffman, Inventors Association of CT, 9 Sylvan Road South, Westport, CT 06880 


Ray Barnes, Enr Inv, CE-521 5E-052, DOE, 1000 Independence SW, Wash. DC 20585 
Harry Manbeck, Patent Office, Commerce Dept, Washington, DC 20231 
Herbert Wamsley, Intel Prop Ownrs, 1255 23rd Street NW, S 850, Wash. DC 20037 


Pamela Riddle, FL Product Innovation Center, 1 Progress Blvd., Alachua, FL 32615 

Herbert Stillman, Inventors Society of So. FL, PO Box 4306, Boynton Beach, FL 33424 
Robert E. White, Amer. Inventors, Box 4306, Boynton Beach, FL 33424 

Linda R Mazeika, Orlando IWIEF Chapter, 1131 Adams Street, Hollywood, FL 33013 

Steve Chandler, Sunrise Inventors Associations, 6402 Gamble Drive, Orlando, FL 32818 
David Flinchbaugh, Central FL Inventors Council, 4855 Big Oaks Lane, Orlando, FL 32806 
William R. Bowman, Inventors Club, WSRE-TV, 1000 College Blvd., Pensacola, FL 32504 
Ray Purdy, Tampa Bay Inventors, 13543 Perrywinkle Avenue, Seminole, FL 34646 

Maury Hagerman, Entr Prog., BA/DC, 107 W. Gaines St, Room G-26, Tallahassee, FL 32399 


Don M. Koenig, Inventors Clubs of America, 3166 Maple Drive, Suite 219, Atlanta, GA 30309 
George Mitchell, IA of Georgia, 675 W. Peachtree St, Rm 31T 69, Atlanta, GA 30375 


Hal Stribling, Inventors Assoc. of Georgia, 241 Freyer Drive NE, Marietta, GA 30060 
George K. C. Lee, President, Inventors Council of Hawaii, Box 27844, Honolulu, HI 96827 


Ken Boyce, Chicago High Tech Assn, 53 W. Jackson Blvd, Suite 1634, Chicago, IL 60604 
Barb Campball, Tech Comm Cir, 100 West Randolph St, S 3-400, Chicago, IL 60601 
Stephen Fraenkel, Tech Comm, IIT, 10 W. 31st St, R 229B-Stuart, Chicago, IL 60616 
Don Moyer, Inventors Council, 53 W. Jackson, #1041, Chicago, IL 60604 

G. Van Wagenen, Tech Comm, U. of IL, 815 West Van Buren, Chicago, IL 60607 
Peter Whalley, Sociology Dept, Loyola U, 6525 N. Sheridan Road, Chicago, IL 60626 
Larry Sill, Tech Comm Center, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL 60115 

Dave Rupert, Central Illinois Inventors, TCC Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61761 
Daniel Voorhis, Tech Comm Ctr, Illinois State U, Hovey Hall, Normal, IL 61761 

Mike Kalb, W. Illinois Inventors Council, 121 Pine Street, Oneida, IL 61467 

Nicholas Parnello, Am. Inventors Council, PO Box 4304, Rockford, IL 61110 


Jack L. Banther, Prof Inventors Intl, Rte 10, 4412 Greenhill Way, Anderson, IN 46011 
Prof. Daniel Yovich, Inventors & Entrep. Soc. of IN, PO Box 2224, Hammond, IN 46323 
Randall N. Redelman, President, Indiana Inventors, PO Box 2388, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
Tom Nix, Prof Inventors Intl, 818 Westminster, Kokomo, IN 46901 


Jan DeYoung, IA Small Bus Devel, lowa State U, 137 Lynn Street, Ames, IA 50010 
Nancy Marlin, Provost, U of Northern lowa, Cedar Falls, [A 50514 

Norman Frye, ICubed, Seven Cities Sod, 12554 210 Street, Davenport, IA 52804 

Joe Gende, Triple I, 1607 12th Street, Davenport, IA 52804 

Thomas Honsa, Inv Ent Ctr, Marycrest Col, 1007 W 12 St, $312, Davenport, IA 52804 
Benjamin Swart, Inventure, Drake U sbdc, 

2507 University Ave, Des Moines, IA 50311 


(312) 


633-9431 


272-4333 
563-1274 
272-4333 
273-5473 
376-4604 


229-4515 
575-7227 


965-9011 
621-2211 


662-1936 
892-9731 
484 9786 
538-5200 
427-1269 


246-6540 
967-3176 
534-6114 
593-1101 
469-9767 
740-2311 
743-6132 
376-7541 
969-7974 
649-2815 


657-2822 
798-1451 
684-5729 
927-9463 
546-8535 
376-4314 
217-8988 
340-4629 


989-8301 
443-6200 
758-6757 
635-1234 
797-7540 
989-8301 
781-4039 
273-3321 
854-3851 


576-4572 


258-4305 
259-1174 
226-9621 


557-3158 


466-2396 


462-3942 
482-6343 
736-6594 
920-9173 


859-4855 
478-5800 
391-0315 
487-0463 


938-5089 
420-2468 


427-8024 
595-4296 


939-5355 
917-3900 
567-5115 
939-3329 
996-9132 
508-3453 
753-1238 
438-2111 
298-2211 
483-6332 
968-1040 


649-7288 
989-2354 
745-5597 
459-3553 


292-6351 
273-2517 
386-4057 
326-9152 


271-2655 
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ever heard of my new Incredible Secret 
Money Machine II. Sigh. 

The groups strongly remind me of a 
pasture or a meadow. They do tend to 
arrange themselves as wolves, sheep, 
shepherds, and watchdogs. Let’s look 
at each resource group in turn... 


The Wolves 


Everybody picks on poor old lobo. 
Yet canis lupis gotta eat. And they do 
cull the herd of the weak, the infirm, 
or, in this case, those abysmally naive 
and the monumentally dumb. 

The wolves, of course, are all of the 
invention marketing outfits. You can 
get a complete list of these by cutting 
out all those fine print classified ads 
in Popular Science, Popular Mechanics, 
Entrepreneur, and similar places that 
scream "Inventions Wanted". 

Just as a typical vanity publishing 
offprint forms the kiss of death for a 
first novel, many invention marketing 
firms will be the kiss of death for any 
developable product. These outfits are 
basically hired guns, who, for a price 
up front, do perform various services. 
Such as patent searches, data filings, 
press releases, or invention fairs. You 
already know what an invention fair 
is — That is a place where you go to 
steal the few good ideas and laugh at 
all the rest of them. 

You normally would not ask an ad 
agency if you needed an ad. Nor any 
used car dealer if you needed a car. 
Nor a mugger if you needed mugged. 
So what answer would you expect if 
you asked some invention marketing 
firm if your new idea was worthy of 
development? Give me a break. 

The wolves are largely responsible 
for all of the absurd popular patent 
mythology. That quarter you sent in 
for your inventor’s idea kit from a 
classified Popular Mechanics ad in the 
seventh grade has done vastly more 
damage to far more people than you 
could possibly imagine. The entire 
"Get an idea" - "Patent It" - "Beat the 
cash-waving Fortune 500 companies 
away with a stick" — "Retire rich and 
famous" outright ludicrousities can all 
clearly get traced to these insidious, 
and despicable classifieds. 

One of the largest and oldest of 
these invention marketing firms has 
reluctantly decided (possibly with the 
slightest of federal nudges) to include 
their track record with their original 
mailings. The odds of them licensing 
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some accepted and prepaid idea has 
been 100:1 against, and the odds for 
useful positive cash flow weighs in at 
700:1 against. Of those few which did 
show positive results, most of them 
flat out were not worth the effort. 

Now, some people may be appalled 
at these figures, but they sound about 
right to me. Successfully turning any 
raw concept into a positive cash flow 
is one very rough row to hoe. These 
odds may in fact be much better than 
you can do on your own. 

In many ways, the wolves are just 
selling wish fulfillment and dreams. 
Again similar to a vanity publisher or, 
for that matter, an X-rated vid rental. 

If anything, I pretty much admire 
the wolves rather than condemming 
them. After all, a well executed scam 
can be a joy to behold. 

And an art form unto itself. 

Typical inventors who actually use 
these invention marketing firms have 
already preshot themselves in the foot 
before they’ve begun and literally do 
not have a snowball’s chance in hell 
of accomplishing anything. 

Almost certainly, your "new" and 
"unique" idea is not. Chances are that 
others have plowed this ground long 
ago. If not, "synchronicity" just about 
guarantees that lots of others are now 
thinking along the same lines. 

Over the years, I have developed 
many ideas and concepts. Several of 
which I have or continue to receive 
royalties over. And continue to center 
my lifestyle on. Countless others of 
which have failed miserably. On the 
basis of my own track record and on 
those of some winning associates, I 
strongly feel that the following are 
absolutely essential if you are going to 
profit from a concept or idea: 


You must already be a reasonably 
experienced industry insider. Who is 
eventually capable of turning into a 
guru or expert. 


You absolutely have to aggressively 
subscribe to all of the more popular 
industry trade journals. 


You must know and love all of the 
mainstream industry tools and their 
supporting math, along with all of 
the theoretical underpinnings. 


You must tune in to the related trade 
groups, the scholarly organizations, 
on-line resources (especially Dialog), 
and industry shows. 
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Clayton Williamson, Kansas Inventor Assn of Inventors, 2015 Lakin, Great Bend, KS 67530 


Debby Kimbrough, KY Bus & Tech, Dev Cab, Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfurt, KY 40601 
Vance Smith, Bluegrass Inventors, Box 22031, Louisville, KY 40252 


Mary L. Trammell, Technology Transfer, NOU Lakefront Campus, New Orleans, LA 70148 


Barbara Wyatt, Worchester Inventors, 132 Sterling Street, W. Boylston, MA 01583 
Norman Biggart, New England Inventors, 4 Baron Park Lane, #1, Burlington, MA 01803 
Dr. Donald Job, Innovative Products Ctr, PO Box 335, Lexington, MA 02173 

Samuel N. Apotstola, Innovation Invention, 132 Breakneck Road, Southbridge, MA 01550 
Ann Eskesen, Innovation Dev, 45 Beach Bluff, Suite 300, Swampscott, MA 01907 
Andrew Stidsen, Innovation Invention Network, 13 Benjamin Road, Worcester, MA 02173 


Richard C. Levy, PO Box 34828, Bethesda, MD 20817 

Fred Hart, Invention Evaluation, NIST, Gaithersburg, MD 20899 FTS 879-5120 

George Lewett, Invention Evaluation, NIST, Gaithersburg, MD 20899 

Ron Browning-Nash, Am Inventors Assc, 6006 Greenbelt Rd #345, Greenbelt, MD 20770 
Marcia Rorke, Mohawk Research, 915 Willow Leaf Way, Rockville, MD 20854 

Gary Horwath, DC Inventors Chapter, 9900 Georgia Avenue, #702, Silver Spring, MD 20902 


Ray Noddins, Innovation Ctr, U of ME Tech Center, 16 Godfrey Drive, Orono, ME 04473 


J. Downs Herold, Industrial Dev, U of MI, 2200 Bonisteel Blvd., Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

Ed Zimmer, Zimmer Foundation, 1683 Plymouth Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

Thomas Schumann, MI Inventors Ctr, Ferris State U, 1020 E. Maple, Big Rapids, Ml 49307 
Dennis Martin, Am. Inventors Assc, 6562 E. Curtis Road, Bridgeport, MI 48722 

Barb Eldersveld, MI Inventors Counc, Tech ctr, 2727 Second Avenue, Detroit, MI 48201 
Joe Nies, Industrial Dev Bureau, 311 Houghton Street, Ontonagon, MI 49953 


Paul Paris, MN Inventors Soc, 20231 Basalt Street, NW, Anoka, MN 55303 

James Babcock, Sci & Tech Center, Southwest State University, Marshall, MN 56285 
Fred Amram, General Coll, U of MN, 240 Appleby Hall, Minneapolis, MN 55455 
Marge Braddock, Inventors Club of MN, PO Box 14775, Minneapolis, MN 55414 
James Swiderski, MN Proj Innvtn, 1200 Washington Ave S, S M-100, Mpls, MN 55415 
Bob Gillson, Inventors & Designers Network, PO Box 8, Pillager, MN 56473 

Penney Becker, MN Inventors Congress, PO Box 71, Redwood Falls, MN 56283 
Helen Saatzer, MN Inventors, PO Box 335, St. Cloud, MN 56302 

Bill Baker, Inv & Des Ed. Assoc., PO Box 268, Stillwater, MN 55082 


Frank Seibert, MO Inventors, UMO, 1800 University Place, Columbia, MO 65211 

Dr. Jerry Udell, Innovation Institute, Route 2, Box 184, Everton, MO 65646 

Bob Sherwood, Innovation Dev, 4747 Troost Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64110 

Ed Stout, Mid-America Inventors, 2018 Baltimore, Kansas City, MO 64108 

Bobby Toole, Prof Invention Coun, Box 50294, St. Louis, MO 63105 

John Amos, Ctr Tech Dev, UMO, Bldg. 1, Nagogami Terrace, Rolla, MO 65401 

Dennis Roedemeier, MO Enterprize Center, 800 West 14th Street, Rolla, MO 65401 
Sidney Shage, St. Louis Inventors Assc, PO Box 16544, St. Louis, MO 63105 

Bernie Sarbaugh, Central MO State U, Grimstead Bldg. Room 86, Warrensberg, MO 64093 


James Smith, MS Sci & Inv Soc, 1503 Rosemont Drive, Clinton, MS 39056 
Tom Howe, IWIEF, 1021 Cedar Hill Drive, Jackson, MS 39206 

Eric Rommerdale, MS Inventors Soc. Box 5111, Jackson, MS 39296 

Ed Waters, Meridian IWIEF, PO Box 4398, Meridian, MS 39304 

Frank Wilem, Gulf Coast Breeder, 109 E. Science Dr, Pass Christian, MS 39571 
Charles Moore, Am Ent Dentist soc, 420 Magazine Street, Tupelo, MS 38801 


W.T. George, Yellowstone Inventors Assc, Box 23306, Billings, MT 59104 
Stephen Huntington, MT Scitech Allnce, 46 N Last Chance Gulch, S 2B, Helena, MT 59620 
Fred Davison, Montana Inventors Association, RR #1, Box 37, Highwood, MT 59450 


Bruce Gjovig, Innovation Dev Cen, Box 8103 University Station, Grand Forks, ND 58202 
Dave Watt, ERIP/SBIR, Box 8103 UND Station, Grand Forks, ND 58202 
Stuart McDonald, ND Inventors Congress, Box 1530, Jamestown, ND 58401 


Steve Buttress, Kearney Dev Council, 2001 Avenue A Box 607, Kearney, NE 68847 
Herb Hoover, Nebraska Tech Ctr, W 191 Nebraska Hall, UN Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68588 
Steve Williams, NE Economic Dev, PO Box 94666, Lincoln, NE 68509 

Dan T. Waldrop, Omaha Inventors Club, Biddle Tech, 15869 Ohern, Omaha, NE 68135 


John Gilmore, National Inventor Soc, Box 434, Cranford, NJ 07016 

Lawrence Jay Schmerzler, National Inventors Soc, Box 434, Cranford, NJ 07016 
Calvin MacCracken, Calmac Mfg, 101 West Sheffield, Englewood, NJ 07631 
Janet Holloway, State SBDC Director, 180 University Avenue, Newark, NJ 07102 


George Sanders, High Tech Coun, 4550 S. Maryland Pkwy, Unit P, Las Vegas, NV 89119 
Don Costar, NV Inventors Association, Box 9905, Reno, NV 89507 
Gus Zuzo, President, NITEC, PO Box 60220, Reno, NV 89506 


Phil Knapp, NY Inventors Society, 116 Stuart Avenue, Amityville, NY 11701 

Robert Bassett, Batavia IWIEF, 126 Grandview Terrace, Batavia, NY 14020 

JE Manuel, NY Inventors, SUNY Farmingdale, Lupton Hall, Farmindale, NY 11735 
Chris Novell, NY IWIEF, RFD 2, Box 127, Granite Springs, NY 10527 

William Wild, Western NY Tech Dev Ctr, 200 Harrison Street, Jamestown, NY 14701 
Ray DiPietro, Syracuse IWIEF, 205 S. Central Avenue, Minoa, NY 13116 

Harry Hawkins, Tech Trans Ctr, SUNY, 209 Park Hall, Oswego, NY 13126 

Jenny C. Servo, West NY Inventors Society, PO Box 23654, Rochester, NY 14693 
Kimon Louvaris, Pan Hellenic Society, 2053 Narwood Avenue, S Merrick, NY 11566 


(316) 792-1375 


(502) 564-7670 
(502) 423-9850 


(614) 286-7154 


(617) 835-6435 
(617) 272-1537 
(617) 862-5008 
(508) 764-8491 
(617) 595-2920 
(508) 799-4951 
( 


301) 469-6481 


301) 762-3171 
301) 585-5891 


207) 581-1465 


313) 764-5260 
313) 663-8000 
616) 796-3100 
(517) 799-8208 
(313) 963-0616 
(906) 487-2470 


(612) 753-2766 
(800) 642-0684 
612) 625-2531 
612) 331-2718 
612) 338-3280 
218) 746-3638 
800) 468-3681 
612) 253-2537 
612) 430-1116 


( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

(314) 882-7096 
(417) 672-3217 
(816) 531-8494 
(816) 221-2442 
(314) 721-2005 
(314) 341-4559 
(314) 364-8570 
(314) 432-1291 
(816) 543-4111 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


601) 924-8607 
601) 362-2968 
601) 984-6047 
601) 483-8241 
601) 452-2007 
601) 842-3801 


406) 259-9110 
406) 449-2778 
406) 733-5031 


701) 777-2339 
701) 777-3132 
701) 252-4830 


308) 237-3101 
402) 472-7211 
(800) 426-6505 


201) 763-6197 
201) 569-0420 
201) 648-5621 


702) 736-6775 
702) 322-9636 
702) 673-7388 


(516) 598-3228 
(716) 343 1946 
(516) 331-3606 
(914) 248-5362 
(716) 661-3336 
(315) 656-9210 
(315) 341-2128 


( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


(516) 223-5958 
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Society of American Inventors, PO Box 7284, Charlotte, NC 28217 
Bob Park, INVENT-NET System, PO Box 489, Four Oaks, NC 27524 


Tom Hollingsworth, Nat Inv Hall of Fame, 80 W Bowery, Suite 201, Akron, OH 44308 

Ned Oldham, Akron Inventors, 1225 West Market Street, Akron, OH 44240 

Ron Docie, Ohio Inventors Association, 3 Pine Place, Athens, OH 45701 

Bob Abernethy, Inventors Connection, Box 360804, Bedford, OH 44136 

Louis Kohus, Cincinatti Inventors Soc, 1312 Mayland Drive, Cincinatti, OH 45150 

Connie Menefee, Cincinatti Inventors Interface, PO Box 3503, Cincinnatti, OH 45201 
William S. Selenke, Cincinatti, 18 Gambier Circle, Cincinatti, OH 45218 

Advanced Ind. Prods, Battelle Memorial Inst, 505 King Street, Columbus, OH 43201 

Paul Cover, Columbus Inventors Network, 1445 Summit Street, Columbus, OH 43201 
Richard Hill, 1839 Victorian, Columbus OH 43220 

Inventors Network, 1445 Summit, Columbus OH 43201 

Tim Nyros, Columbus Inventors Assoc., 2480 East Avenue, Columbus, OH 43402 

George Pierce, Invention Engineering, 27 Aberdeen Avenue, Dayton, OH 45419 

George D. Price Jr, Dayton Inventors, Box 9488, Dayton, OH 45409 

B. Jean Stamm, Dayton Inventors, 140 East Monument Avenue, Dayton, OH 45402 

Rich Schoenberger, Lorain Inventors, Lorain College, 1005 N Abbe Road, Elyria, OH 44035 
Michael Jay, OH Tech Trans, Terra Tech College, 1220 Cedar Street, Fremont, OH 43420 
Richard L. Wantz, Kessler Sales Corporation, 1247 Napoleon Street, Fremont, OH 43420 
Charlie Clark, Yankee Ingenuity Program, 623 Grant Street, Kent, OH 44240 


Sherri Chinistor, Rural Enterprises, PO Box 26980, Oklahoma City, OK 73126 

William L. Enter, Invention Devi Soc, 8230 SW Eighth Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73128 
Floyd Farha, OK Inventors Asst, OK Commerce, Box 26980, OKC, OK 73126 

Albert Janco, Oklahoma Inventors Congress, Box 18797, Oklahoma City, OK 73154 

Tom Mosley, New Prod Devel, OK Commerce, PO Box 26980, Oklahoma City, OK 73126 
Kenneth Addison, OK Inventors, PO Box 27291, Tulsa, OK 74149 

Dale Davis, OK Inventors Association, 11911 East 20th Street, Tulsa, OK 74128 


John A. Beaulieu, OR Res & Tech Devel Co, 1934 NE Broadway, Portland, OR 97232 
Richard Lavalle, Portland IWIEF, 2387 NW Kearney, Portland, OR 97210 
Dave Hopfer, Salem IWIEF, 2876 Cloverdale Road, Turner, OR 97392 


Robert K. Jordan, NW Inventors Council, Gannon University, Erie, PA 16541 
Robert Light, PA Inventors, Res & Ind Progs, PSU, Station Road, Erie, PA 16563 
Henry Skillman, American Inventors Soc, Box 58426, Philadelphia, PA 19102 


Eduardo Carbonell, PR Economic Dev Adm. GPO 2350, San Juan, PR 00936 
Oscar Prieto, PR Products Assoc., GPO Box 3631, San Juan, PR 00936 


Bruce Lang, RI Tech Sci Parnership, 7 Jackson Walkway, Providence, Rl 02903 


William C. Chard, Emerging Tech Ctr, Clemson U, Box 5703, Clemson, SC 29634 
Olivia Mixon, SC Inventors Association, 222 Terrace Way, Columbia, SC 29205 


Barry Wilfahrt, Watertown Chamber of Commerce, Watertown, SD 57201 
Dorothy Duncan Johns, TN Inventors, Box 11225, Knoxville, TN 37939 
David Patterson, TN Tech Fnd, 10915 Hardin Valley Rd, Knoxville, TN 37932 


Edgar Cole, TN SBDC SW Regional Office, MSU, 320 South Dudley, Memphis, TN 38104 
Veronique Berardino, Austin Inventors, 6714 Spicewood Springs Rd, Austin, TX 78759 
Tim Bigham, Austin Inventors, 1418 Fairwood Road, Austin, TX 78722 

Laura Killcrease, Austin Tech Incubator, 8920 Business Park Dr, Austin TX 78759 

Harold Livesay, History Dept, Texas A&M, 507 Arrington, College Station, TX 77843 

Jan Casner, Richardson Ind. School District, 7643 La Manga, Dallas TX 75248 

Tom E. Workman, Texas Inventors Assn, 4000 Rock Creek Dr, #100, Dallas, TX 75204 
Bruce Davis, Toy & Game Inventors, 5813 McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76133 

Wessie Cramer, Am Inv Network, 11518 Paramount Lane, Houston, TX 77067 

John R. Kirk, Jr PC, 3555 Timmons, Suite 700, Houston, TX 77027 

Kenneth A. Roddy, Houston Inventors, 2716 WTC Jester Blvd. Ste. 108, Houston, TX 77018 
Art Ramseur, 1250 NE Loop 410, S 505, San Antonio, TX 78209 


Karen Stewart, Commission on Economic Development, 777 South State, Orem, UT 84058 
Norman Brown, Technology Targeting 2940 S. Warr, Salt Lake City, UT 84109 

Ed Ravigar, VP, Intermountain Inv Soc, 5770 Minden Drive, SLC, UT 84121 

John Winder, Intermountain Soc. of Inventors, Box 1514, Salt Lake City, UT 84110 


Donald G. Weinert, Nat Soc Prof Engrs, 1420 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

nvent America!, 1420 King Street S 420, Alexandria VA 22314 

Donald G. Kelly, PTO/DOC, PO Box 2863, Arlington, VA 22202 

David Lux, History Department, VA Polytechnical Inst, Blacksburg, VA 24061 

Don Overly, CRC VA Polytechnic Inst. & State U., 1800 Kraft Drive, Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Michael Miller, Innov Tech Ctr, 2214 Rock Hill Rd CTI Bldg. S 600, Herndon, VA 22070 


Henry B. Ehrhardt, NW Inventors Assoc., 723 East Highland Drive, Arlington, WA 98223 
David V. Sires, Inventors Assoc. of Washington, PO Box 1725, Bellevue, WA 98009 
Hoanne Slaybaugh-Taylor, Innov Assmt, SBD, 245 Todd Hall WSU Pullman, WA 99164 
Raymond Watts, Tech Integration, Batelle Pacific Northwest, Box 999, Richland WA, 99352 
Paul van Minden, Innovators Internat! Project, PO Box 4636, Rolling Bay, WA 98061 

Herb Kierulff, Kierulff Associates, 815 West Argabd Street, Seattle, WA 98119 

Ed Rosage, Tacoma IWIEF Chapter, 2702 40th E., Tacoma, WA 98404 


Steve Henry, Midwest Inventors Group, Box 518 or 1, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 

Rich Derks, WI SBDC, U of WI, 432 North Lake Street, Madison, WI 53706 

Jim Frymark, Technology Development Fund, WI Dev Dept, Madison, WI 53707 

Donald Westerman, Research & Resource, 8701 Watertown Plank Rd, Milwaukee, WI 53226 
Dr. John F. Entorf, Center of Innovation & Development, U of WI, Stout, WI 53190 

Debra Know-Malewicki, WI Innovation Ctr, 402 McCutchan Hall, Whitewater, WI 53190 

Kay Stucker, US Small Business Admin., PO Box 2839, Casper, WY 82602 


~ 
INVENTOR’S ASSOCIATIONS (NC-WY) 


(216) 762-4463 
(216) 864-5550 
(614) 594-5200 
(216) 226-9681 
(513) 576-1200 


(513) 825-1222 
(614) 424-6424 
(614) 291-7900 
(614) 292-1993 
(614) 291-7900 
(614) 267-9033 
(513) 293-2770 
(513) 224-8513 
(513) 439-4497 
(216) 365-7771 
(419) 334-8400 
(419) 334-2793 
(216) 673-1875 


) 

(405) 841-5148 
(405) 376-2362 
(405) 843-9770 
(405) 848-1991 
(405) 841-5130 
(918) 245-6465 


(503) 227-4195 
(503) 743-2002 


(814) 871-7619 
(814) 898-6000 
(215) 546-6601 


(803) 646-4020 
(803) 799-0631 
) 


(605) 886-5814 
(615) 690-3109 
(615) 694-6429 


(901) 678-2041 
(512) 346-7129 
(512) 451-8871 
(512) 794-9994 
(409) 845-7107 
(214) 448-2850 
(214) 528-8050 
(817) 292-9021 
(713) 650-0645 
(713) 621-2021 
(713) 686-7676 
(512) 828-4932 


(801) 226-1521 
(801) 487-9800 


(801) 571-2617 


(703) 356-6851 
(703) 684-1836 


(703) 231-5155 
(703) 231-6000 
(703) 689-3000 


(206) 453-0860 
(509) 535-1576 
(509) 376-4348 


(206) 285-1583 
(206) 922-9032 


(715) 723-5061 
(608) 263-7766 
(608) 273-3690 


(715) 232-1122 
(414) 472-1365 
(307) 261-5761 
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You must be aware of the legislative, 
political, competitive, and marketing 
realities of the target field. 


You must be in a target area where 
innovation by individuals on a small 
scale is welcomed, rather than being 
regulated, legislated, or adjudicated 
excessively. Put another way, if it is 
automotive, forget it. 


Your preproduction prototypes must 
be in or beyond their advanced beta 
testing stage and have to clearly fill 
some unique need or perceived need 
in the mind of the end user. 


And, of course... 


You must studiously and religiously 
avoid all contact with the patent 
system in any way, shape, or form. 


I very strongly feel that omitting any 
of these core requirements can cause 
your new idea or concept to fail. And 
many users of those wolf resources 
fail on all counts, let alone on just a 
few of them. 


The Sheep 


The sheep are the actual inventors 
themselves. There are hundreds of 
local inventor’s organizations and 
clubs. Some will stand on their own. 
Others are the individual chapters of 
state-wide umbrella orgs. 

The quality and utility of a local 
sheep group can vary all over the lot. 
Some can give you genuinely useful 
contacts and unique access to lots of 
otherwise unavailable resources. But 
others might be dominated by one or 
two strong personalities clearly a few 
chips shy of a full board. Yet others 
are pretty much the equivalent of a 
gambler’s action committee that is 
lobbying for anti-static casino rugs 
and more comfortable slot machine 
handle covers. 

By and large, many of these sheep 
organizations can be highly useful 
resources. But they often will fail to 
address all the key idea development 
issues. Which are... 


A tendency to grossly and obscenely 
overvalue unproven and undeveloped 
ideas; Assuming patents are central 
to idea development, rather than an 
avoidable, costly, risky, and unneeded 
sideshow; that others are as excited as 
you are about your concepts or will 
place your interests over their own. 
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Failing to recognize that a patent is only the legal right to 
sue someone in a costly civil action, that very few patents 
ever show a positive net cash flow; and that even fewer 
patents are unbustable with a diligent enough search for 
prior art in obscure enough places. 


Not recognizing that the only three responses to a "you 
are violating my patent" letter is to ignore the letter; to 
bust the patent; or to obsolete the technology. Besides the 
side effects of permanently pissing off your potential best 
customer and making yourself an enemy for life. The 
utterly unthinkable possibility of voluntary paying patent 
royalties simply does not ever come up. 


Assuming that big industry (especially the Fortune 500 
companies) are actively seeking new products. In reality, 
most large organizations studiously avoid all change and 
categorically refuse to look into any outside submissions 
because of potential liability hassles. Innovation always 
comes from individuals and smaller firms. 


Trying to play for the spectacular (and nonexistent) big 
win. Rather than accepting simple and solid returns over 
and over again. An average well developed idea should 
typically return around $400 or so. If you are playing at 
million to one odds, then you don t want to put more than 
a dollar of time or effort up for every potential million in 
your expected returns. 


Forgetting what the word "new" means. 


Assuming that others are willing to pay more for a 
mythical and unproven sheet of paper. Instead of buying 
the solid risk reduction of delivered and fully beta tested 
working pre-production prototypes and artwork. 


Forgetting that not less than 95 percent of any survivable 
patent search must be done in the industry trade journals, 
scholarly publications, and on-line resources.The patent 
system is the last place to look for prior art. 


Failing to recognize that trying to profit from the patent 
system takes a lifetime total commitment to courts and 
courtrooms, lawyers and legal hassles. Compared to lots 
of creative and useful time you spend in the lab actually 
developing and improving products. 


I suspect that there are a lot more sheep groups than we 
have shown. When we cleaned the list, a very few asked 
not to be included. Well, one actually. He assumed I was 
ripping him off. And several other listed ones prefer a low 
profile and asked their phone be omitted. 


The Shepherds 


The shepherds are the bureaucrats. Government entities 
who’ll promote inventions and inventing. Often for their 
own greater glory and aggrandizement. And, just as real 
shepherds, they sometimes will fleece their flock. 

Or eat them. 

The shepherds could be university or college based. Or 
federal and state government. Or else local chamber of 
commerce and science fair groups. 

I guess the worst things I ve got against the shepherds is 
that they lack an utter and total sense of reality since they 
are dealing with other people’s money, and that they are 
directly responsible for perpetuating all of the outrageously 
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absurd myths that surround inventions and inventing. 
They also tend to do all the wrong things for the wrong 
people for the wrong reasons. And, almost always, they’ll 
cost far more than they deliver. 
Properly used and recognized for what they are, though, 
these shepherd groups can be a most valuable and useful 
resource for you. But do use extreme caution. 


The Watchdogs 


This final group is much smaller than the others. The 
watchdogs have dedicated themselves and their lives to 
protecting the sheep from all of the wolves. And from the 
shepherds as well. These are lone individuals running data 
base and newsletter "supergroups" that collect and compile 
and advise the other groups. 

I now know of only two watchdogs and they both do 
exceptionally good work: Bobby Toole of Professional 
Invention Counseling and Raymond Watts of the Inventors 
Assistance Program. Note that their watchdog services are 
primarily for inventor s organizations and not specifically 
for lone individuals. 

Special thanks to the late Bobby Toole, whose original 
list was carefully updated and cleaned for our directory. 


For More Info 


Although I have spent an awful lot of time and effort 
verifying these names and numbers, a few bugs are likely to 
remain. Please let me know about any problems that may 
crop up. I ll upload the corrections on-line. 

Related patent avoidance solutions can now be found at 
www/tinaja.com/patnt01.html. 

And, of course, bunches more on viable, proven, and 
successful alternatives to patents and patenting appear in 
my Case Against Patents reprint package. And in my revised 
and Incredible Secret Money Machine II, available per my 
nearby Synergetics ad. 

At this writing, an attempt is being made to convert the 
patent system into a "first to file" fiasco. Otherwise known 
as the Patent attorney and patent examiner’s relief act of 
1992. Iam very much in favor of this legislation in that it 
will once and for all stamp out any remaining vestige of 
credibility of the US patent system, at long last revealing it 
for the utter and total ripoff it is for virtually all lone 
individuals and small scale startups. + 


UPDATE: An updated and ongoing inventor’s association 
list is now maintained by Pacific Northwest Laboratory via 
(509) 372-4270 I’ve left most of the names and numbers the 
way they were as a historical record. Most useful inventor’s 
orgainizations now have a strong Internet presence. Check 
www.tinaja.com/patnt01.html for the latest info. 


Microcomputer pioneer and guru Don Lancaster is the 
author of 35 books and countless articles. Don maintains a US 
technical helpline you'll find at (520) 428-4073, besides 
offering all his own books, reprints and consulting services. 

Don has a free new catalog crammed full of his latest 
insider secrets waiting for you. Your best calling times are 8-5 
weekdays, Mountain Standard Time. 

Don is also the webmaster of www.tinaja.com You can also 
reach Don at Synergetics, Box 809, Thatcher, AZ 85552. Or 
you can use email via don@tinaja.com 


Nov-Dec, 1992 


Copyright c 1998 by Don Lancaster and Synergetics (520) 428-4073 www.tinaja.com All commercial rights and all electronic media rights fully reserved. Reposting expressly forbidden. 


PLEASE CLICK HERE TO... 


Nov-Dec, 1992 Blatant Opportunist 18.6 


Copyright c 1998 by Don Lancaster and Synergetics (520) 428-4073 www.tinaja.com All commercial rights and all electronic media rights fully reserved. Reposting expressly forbidden. 


